PREFACE

The British occupation and rule of India was a unique historical
e'^iiL An alien community with a cultural heritage and distinctive
vc;al cu^ms of their own came to fedia in wave after wave for
.-<ver three cjnturie> to seek avenues of commerce and adventure.

Although the distance from England and the sheer size of the countn

made India much more than a British province, the extreme climatic
J^curnfort made it much ICSN than a home. The Englishman, of course,
tried to make up for the loss bv bringing with him his games and
sports, his habits and attitudes. But how about literature? Was he
mere!}' to fall back upon his rich native literature, or should he also
react to the new Indian situation and transform his fresh experience
inln literature? Although the Englishman was primarily a careerist in
electing to come and serve in India, he was not a mere administrative
automation, and being heir to a rich cultural tradition, he appropriately
responded to the challenge of his new environment. The initial physical
reaction was of course one of revolt, and the emotional disturbance
w as onh heightened by the blazing tropical climate. The predominant
mood of the Englishman was thus one of sorrow and remonstrance,
and it is sad that much of the creative effort in the early period could
not exceed the ephemeral mood of the pangs of adjustment. A time,
however certainly came wrhen at least a few of these writers could
transcend the local limitations and achieve something of lasting validity.
East and West had, willy-nilly, been thrown together; but although a
total integration was too much to expect, neither could one be altogether
unaffected by the other. "The British impact on India", an Indian
critic points out/' brought about, in the fullness of time, a twro-pronged
literary offensive, for not only the Englishman in India sought to render
his Oriental experiences in English, but the Indian also, having mastered
English, attempted self-expression in poetry, drama and fiction. Thus
arose these two unique by-products of Mo-English political and
cultural association. Anglo-Indian Literature and Indo-Anglican
Literature, and literary historians must find a place for them both in
their surveys."*1

While it is gratifying that Indo-Anglican literature, or creative
Indian writing in English, has received some notice, it is carious that
Anglo-Indian literature shoold not have been authoritatively surveyed